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selves would not be involved, and from which they might obtain
some advantage, particularly if the U.S.S.R. suffered thereby.
Finally, there are also such bourgeois States, and a fair number
of them indeed, who are at the present moment interested in the
maintenance of peace and are prepared to direct their policy to
the defence of such peace. I am not entering into any estimation
of the motives of this policy. I merely affirm the fact which is of
great value to us. I have, of course, dealt only with the funda-
mental groups of countries, the conflicts between whom now
occupy the international arena. It is easy to follow this struggle
in all international events, at. all congresses, conferences, and
international organisations. In the League of Nations this
struggle is shown up particularly clearly.
One may, however, concede that the tendencies which are
interested in the preservation of peace would seem to be gaining
the upper hand in the League of Nations, and probably this is
the explanation of the deep changes noticeable in the composition
of the League.                           M. LITVINOV, December 1933.
President Roosevelt once told me that it had been reckoned that
92 per cent, of humanity desire peace, and only 8 per cent,
desire to violate it.
This 8 per cent, was intended to represent the entire popula-
tion of those countries who were placed in the belligerent
category. I consider that it would be unfair to ascribe to
any population, or even the bulk of it, the criminal intention
of violating peace, so that the actual percentage is even less
than the above.
This fact in itself gives rise to the task of uniting this vast mass
of people for the purpose of preventing the puny minority from
hindering their peaceful aspirations.
M. LITVINOV: Speech, 1933.
That the danger of new wars has become particularly imminent
this year is clear, if only from the following fact. This year
Germany and Japan have announced their decision to withdraw
from the League of Nations. Germany has done this evidently
in order to untie her hands for rearming, considering her participa-
tion in the League of Nations as a hindrance thereto. On the